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INTERESTING LETTERS. 


The Editor has received, with permission to pub- 
lish, two well written and interesting letters which 
have recently bee exchanged between two young 
Ladies of this town :—the onc, a believer in endless 
misery, and the other a believer in Universal salva- 


tion. Weare happy to present them to our readers, | 


and doubt not that they will be read with pleasure. 


. Jone 6, 1825. 
Esieemed Friend, 


Having attentively read the sermons you lent me, | 
containing the principal arguments in favour of Uni- | 


versal salvation, and stillremaining unconvinced of the 


divine lately observed,) that the fall of man, and all 
the evils consequent upon it, were occasioned by 
unbelief ; and that God is now pleased to make our 
belief the test of our acceptance.” The scriptures 
every where draw a marked line of distinction be- 
tween the believer, and unbeliever: I say marked, 
because they are mentioned in connexion with re- 
wards and punishments :—but as the«term reward 
always implies merit, it cannot be taken in a strict 
and literal sense in the cases to which I allude, and 
is probably used for the want of one more appropri- 
ate, to convey the idea. 

Se with regard to the other, an arbitrary act of the 
Almighty is certainly unnecessary, to accomplish 





what is termed punishment. Fallen man inherits 





| misery, by right of voluntary disobedience—He was | 
_at first created upright, endowed with the power of | the command of the Saviour, ‘ not to resist evil? when 


wards disproving the fact, that those who die impen- 
itent under the light of the gospel, will consequently 
be miserable. That the misery will be eternal, is 
inference from express declarations of scripture, the 
nature of sin, and our having no account of an inter. 


mediate state of existence where they may be pre- — 


pared by the transforming of the mind, and renew- 
ing of the heart, for sueh happiness as we are taught 
to believe heaven consists in—holiness. There is 
one other sentiment of the author in question, to 
which I would reply :—he grounds the religious 
persecutions which have taken place at ‘different pe- 
riods, on the belief of the future punishment of the 
wicked ; but are there not thousands of that belief 
whose religious sentiments not only forbid them to 
persecute, but likewise lead them, in obedience to 


loving and obeying his Creator, as well as that of! they themselves are persecuted ? But aside from 


choosing between good and evil, and the dreadful 
penalty announced to transgression, set before him, 


‘fin the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely 
truth of that doctrine, [ return them ; which I should | 
esteem it my indispensable duty to do, even were I | 


die.’ 


In the execution of this sentence, his free agency 


as fully persuaded of its truth, as those arguments | which constituted him an aceountable being, was 


would prove. 
The awful consequences resulting from a propa- | 


gation of that doctrine, ¢f wnirue (and who has prov- | God, or Baal. 


not destroyed, as we find his posterity long after- 
| wards, called upon to choose whom they would serve, 
As rational beings, capable of receiv- 


ed it beyond a doubt ?) are obvious to all who have | ing, or rejecting the testimony of credible witnesses, 


any belicf ina future state of existence. I have at 
different times heard much on the subject, but have 


we are still addressed by Christ, and the apostles who 
succeeded him, as included among those to whom 


never seen it so.ably defended as in those sermons ; | the gospel was to be preached throughout the world, 


yet the sentiments there expressed appear to me to | 


with the assurance that “* he that believeth shall be 


strike at the very root of the fundamental principles of | | saved, and Iie that believeth not shall be damned.” 


christianity, as revealed in the scriptures of the Old | 


and New Testaments; and they are inseparable : 
Throughout the one, continual reference is made to 
the types and shadows of the other, and it would 
seem, that their signification can scarcely be mis- 
taken. 

As under the ceremonial law, those who were bit- 
ten by the serpents in the wilderness, were directed 
to ook at the remedy provided, that they might be 
healed :—so under the gospel dispensation, sinners 
are constantly directed to look to Christ ; and I be- 
lieve there is no promise of benefit, unless they com- 
ply, in the one case, more than in the other, .The 
Saviour, in the 3d chapter of St. John’s gospel, in re- 
ferring to this type, says, ‘‘ even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in eiaia 
should not perish, but have eternal life.” __ 

Whatever may be implied in the word perish in 
other places, in this, and the succeeding verse, it has 
no reference to the destruction of Jerusalem ; and 


as it cannot mean natural death, it must of course al- 
jude to a future state. After connecting salvation 


with belief, Maa arene 7 our 
thr th gi 7 th 





I would here remark, with regard to an argument 
frequently made use of by the advocates of Univer- 
sal salvation, which they infer from an expression of 
St. Paul to Timothy, 2d chap. 4th verse—‘* Who 
wili have all men to be saved and come to the know!l- 
edge of the truth.”—It was probably his will, in the | 
same sense, that our first parents should obey him 
with regard to the forbidden fruit, 'as we cannot sup- 
pose that God would have imposed obligations, 
which it was not his will should be observed, By 
the marginal note of the above passage, We are poin- 
ted to the second epistle of Peter, 3d chap, 9th 
verse, where he warns the disciples against those 
who endeavoured to prove that there would be no 
general judgment, adding, “but is long suffering to 
us ward not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to’ repentance ;” implying its abso- 
lute necessity to prepare them for the ‘day of the 
Lord,’ of which he is. speaking ; not a partial, or 
temporary judgment, but wherein “the heavens 


should pass away with a great. “noise, the elements! —> 
meJt with fervent Bort the. earth and the works : 

| therein burned saps? Hata” ital | the w 
onthe} There is great ing onnlly ieee in the expla-| Mm 

th npt | nation: of the parables,, though nme stances + 


« it forced, and unr 5: 





that respectable class of christians called Quakers, 
the number of those among other societies is rapidly 
increasing whose sentiments with regard to war of 
every kind, distinguish them as more_emphatically 
the disciples of the Prince of peace. In reading his 
remarks on this part of the subject, I was struck 
with the singularity of the circumstance, that those 
persecitors (as well as the writers* of those early 
ages) should have been so mistaken respecting the 
most important meaning of the scriptures (as he tells 


us they ‘* were all believers in endless misery”) if 


the doctrine were untrue, and that it should be re- 
served for so late a period to discover the true inter- 
pretation of scripture to be entirely opposite to the 
universally received opinion of preceding ages. 

I think we should do well to examine the founda- 
tion of such a system before we adopt it, and see if 


it is not based on human reason, rather than on the. - 


known principles of divine government ; and is not 
| supported by sophistry rather than by the general 
tenor of scripture. 

I have not made these remarks with an expecta- 
tion of convincing you of what I consider an error, 
as I doubt not that you are much better acquainted 
with the scriptures than myself; but merely as a 
friendly caution against receiving implicitly, senti< 
ments which that infallible standard will not warrant. 

There are many plausible things: gaid in defence 
of the doctrine in question, and we are naturally in- 
clined from a variety of circumstances to fall in with 
them ; but the danger of pursuing st such a path is ob- 
vious, from the great errors into which some com- 
mentators have fallen, in their endeavours to recon- 
cile whatever appears severe in the righteous judg- 
ments of God, bi on en reason. 
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death of Oza, 0 was « tenitten for teiaching the ark, 
observes, that “it might possibly have been occasion- 
éd by his going too near the wheels of the cart on 
which it was earried, and his death have been the 
consequence :”? entirely overlooking the fact that the 
sentence of death had long before been pronounced 
on any who should touch the ark, except the priests. 
‘Chere are many who are ready to reject the bible 
altogether, because the superficial attention which 
they have occasionally paid to the historical parts of 
it, has led them to suppose that the character of the 
Deity is sullied by the imputation of cruelty, and 
tyranny—that he is there represented, rather as a 
vindictive Judge, than a God of love. 

A. person of that description, some time since, 
sclected an incident of the kind referred to, and 
observed to me, with an expression of disgust, “ Je- 
hovah never sanctioned such an act :” But I could 
now cite him to many, much more striking, where 
the justice of God is more remarkably exemplified. 
The same person would probably have denomina- 
ted the lenity of king Saul towards the king of the 
Amalekites, a virtue, and have charged the prophet 
who “ hewed him in pieces” with ferocious barbarity, 
yet Saul was rejected from being king, “ because 
he did not execute the fierce wrath of the Lord up- 
on Amalek, and utterly blot out his remembrance 
from under héaven.” 

A correct view of the subject, is calculated to in- 
spire us with more just ideas of the character and 
government of God ; and elevate our conceptions of 
a being who can be perfectly just, as well as_merci- 
ful. If Pmistake not, it was the:author’s object in 


— 


one of those sermons, to prove that there would be 


no general judgment, or that the time referred to, 
when it should take place, was already past ; and I 
am not surprised, that this should have been attemp- 
ted; asin the system in question, it must form a 
main pillar. But as this sentiment is entirely inde- 
fensible, in proportion as his arguments are connec- 
ted with it, they lose their weight. However, the 
prophesy relative to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
may haye been confounded with others, every where 
abounding in the New Testament. I think St. Peter 
in his second epistle before referred to, places the 
subject beyond a doubt. To many ofthe sentiments 
contained in the sermons, I heartily subscribe, par- 
ticularly those on the subject of charity, which can- 
not be too much enforced or practiced. 
With sincere regard, I am, yours. 
(BEPLY IN OUR NEXT.) 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
| TRIUMPH OF FAITH, 

Faith, we are informed by an ancient apostle, is 
the confidence of things hoped for, and the evident 
conyiction of things not seen. It is the first require- 
ment of the christian religion, and is, with its fruits, 
what constitutes a disciple of Christ. We are not 
speaking of that kind of faith, which lays no restraint 
upon the thoughts and actions of men ; and which 


the apostle  cacietnahdari tor: but 


pof that genu- 
s by love and 
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its only trust—and which epens to the mind the 
bright and immortal riches of heavenly love, as man- 
ifested in a crucified and risen Lord :—Which sub- 
dues its obduracy and hardness, and melts it into love 
and tenderness ; and which allays its pains and ban- 
ishes all its fears and doubts. 

The great importance of a genuine faith in Jesus 
Christ is not, we have reason to believe, realized but | 
by few who are blest with health and prosperity; 
since it is a fact, well authenticated by observation 
and experience, that the heart and head of most men 
and women are excessively fond of secular magnifi- 
cence ; too much engrossed in the pleasures of sense 
ayd too ardently attached to the mammon of unrigh- 
teousness. But it is to be hoped that the period is 
not far distant, when a faith in the divine Son of 


.God shall be the jewel of each heart, and the trea- 


sure of every soul under heaven! Earthly treasures 
are good and necessary in their proper place and 
season ; but it should be recollected that they ap- 
pertain solely to earth, and are no longer useful to 
man than while he continués upon a terrestrial plat- 
form. But what are the treasures of earth compared 
with the treasures of heaven ?—What are the gross 
and trifling vanities of time, with the pleasure they 
afford, compared to those immortal joys which are 
unfolded to the humble eye of faith ? Taney are as 
the smallest conceivable particle of matter, to an im- 
measurable globe! as the feeble glimmering of the 
wasting taper to the resplendant and majestic beam 
of an immense luminary ! 

In adversity, in sickness, and in the more trying 
hour of death, faith in an omnipotent arm is of the 
highest importance. When temporal calamities roll 
suddenly upon the sincere follower of Christ, as he 
traverses the ocean of life, he does not give himself 
up to rage, and to profane and fruitless murmurings, 
but he looks beyond this transitory and fickle world 
to the haven of ceaseless and changeless rest, where 
calamities and troubles can never come. Is his frame 
racked with torturmg pain—is he doomed to lan- 
guish upon a bed of sickness, and to endure many 
cutting pains, and many a weary and restless night ; 
he does not find reason to accuse Heaven of injus- 
tice, or a want of benevolence and friendship :— 
** Knowing that whom the Lord loveth he chasten- 
eth and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth :” 
and that all his afflictions were designed by infinite 
goodness, and will result in his advancement in wis- 
dom and in the paths of virtue. Is he called to bid 
a lasting farewell to the realms of time, he is ready 
to depart. Awaits the grim messenger at his door, 
he welcomes the king of terrors as a friend! Feels 
he the freezing chill creeping toward his vitals, it 
gives him no alarm! He knows he has a part which 
death can never chill! Does he hear the groans of 
anxious and tender friends, who surround his bed, 
he can calmly say, ‘weep not for me, my troubles will 
soon be over; 1 am going to dwell with Him, who, 
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When all earthly prospects fail, it carries the mind 
forward to a prospect infinitely glorious, which can 
never fail! When sickness and distress are tHe fell 
companions and. destroyers of earthly peace, faith 
points to the divine Physician of the world who shall 
minister the oil of joy, and wine of consolation and 
comfort, to all that mourn! When death appears, it 
divests him of all his terrors, and as the life and en- 
ergy of the soul, its language is, O death! where is 
thy sting ? O grave ! where is thy victory? Let us 
then look unto Jesus, the object of faith ; as our 
Shepherd and our Guide—follow his precepts ; copy 
his examples, and endeavour to wait with patience 
for our departure hence. Let us not trust in an arm 
of flesh for support or salvation, for Jesus is the only 
name given among men whereby we can be saved. 
Let us have that unyielding confidence in the God 
of our life and salvation, that when we are afflicted 
and distressed, we can say with faithful Job, “ though 
he slay me yet will I trast in him!” Then shall the 
mind remain ¢alm as the surface of the imbosomed. 
lake, though the storms of affliction should rise, and 
though death should struggle to extinguish the last 
faint flickering of departing life, all would be peace 
and joy within ; for as the hour of dissolution ap- 
proaches, the prospect of the christian grows bright- 
er and brighter, and he waits with patience for the 
last wave to waft him into the haven ofhis eternal 
rest ! R** iad 


_ Glocester, Cape Ann, August 31, 1825, 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


A STRANGE TRING. 

Zion’s Herald (so called) of the 7th inst. contains 
a notice of this wonderful piece ‘of composition, 
which first appeared in the Christian Magazine, and 
is considered to be the child of an orthodox clergy- 
man not many miles from this town. © It has lately 
been published jn the form of a tract by the Amer- 
ican Tract Society, with the above title. This piece 
represents the tract as “exhibiting the arguments 
against universal salvation, in a popular form, but 
very conclusively.” Our Methodist friends may 
think so, and all the orthodex may think so, and it 


_may tend to perpetuate mental darkness in respect 


to the purpose and will of our great Creator con- 
cerning the final destiny of his intelligent offspring ; 
but no Universalist or Unitarian, nor any person who 
exercises his reason on religious subjects, will expe- 
rience any fears of endless torment on account of 
these arguments, as they are called. 1 think that the 
paper and types of the Tract Society had better be 
used for more noble purposes ; such for instance as 
spreading the news of such a gospel as is contained 
in the heading of Zion’s Herald—* Behold 1 bring 
you good tidings.” Now I believe in such a gospel 
28 Zion's Herald professes to bring to ‘its readers in 
the above quotation, but f ——, hora conduct i in 

















vrais he Ais nenpenniie owe: | appears to 
snitcesasadihaenetattied fer te blinded Iaracl- me very singular, as there is nothing strange at all 
ites, and should have prayed to God for their salva-| in it ; for the Universalist preachers meet with the 
tion, if he believed they would be saved. Now which | very same opposition now which Christ and his apos- 
‘s the better evidence of true wisdom, to feel soli- | tles did ;—no sect is so much opposed ;—they are de- 
citous for the accomplishment of that which we be- | nied the title of christians ;. sometimes called devils 
lieve will eventually be accomplished, or for that | and sometimes devil’s ministers ; and were not Christ 
which we are doubtful ever will be, or which we | and his household called Beelzebub ? Is it not also 
pelieve is impossible ? If St. Paul prayed for the sal- | a fact, that those who dare profess universalism are 
vation of the blinded Israelites, he prayed in faith, | cast out of the synagogues as they were of old? 
as Christ commanded him. I cite the reader to the | And every abuse which the laws of the land does not 
9th and 10th chapters of Romans, where the passa, | prevent is heaped upon them, and they are obliged 
ges our author quoted may be found; then turn) ' to say as did the apostle, ** we both labour and suffer 
your attention to the 11th chap. where this eminent | reproach because we trust in the living God who is 
apostle of our Lord positively asserts that these | the Saviour of all men, specially of those that be- 
blinded Israelites shall be saved. How came §&t. ; lieve.” I. Tim. iy. 10. And does not this opposition 
Paul to say, “ And so all Israel shall be saved,” if he | come from the same kind of people as in ancient 
believed no such thing ? but it is sometimes said he | times ? Was it not the priests, the doctors of the law 
meant, all believing Israel. This is triflng with the | or divinity ; nay the whole host ofhigh professors in 
subject, for the apostle, as may be easily seen, was | | the days of Christ, who were the authors of all the 
speaking of the blinded Israelites : besides our au- | | opposition which he encountered and finally over- 
thor no more doubts the endless happiness of believ-| came ? This will not be denied : then why think it 
ing Israel than I do. | strange ? I would pursue this farther, but the scrip- 
In the second place, our author observes—“ If the | ture passages under the 4th head, which are brought 
doctrine of universal salvation was taught by the | to prove the future state of the righteous and wick- 
apostles, it appears strange to me that their hear- | _ed, have been shewn repeatedly to have no refer- 
ers were so much alarmed at their preaching.”—- | ence to the subject to which they are applied, and 
He then cites the case of the 3000 that were prick- | I consider it a waste of time as well as occupying too 
ed in their hearts on hearing Peter’s sermon ;—of | much of your paper in an elucidation of them. Any 
the jailer, who asked Paul and Silas what he should | person may embody a large number of scripture 
do to be saved ;—and of Felix, who trembled when | passages, and say they relate to the eternal happi- 
the apostle reasoned with him of righteousness, tem- | ness and misery of mankind ; but this does not make 
perance, and judgment to come. it so; for at the present day we consider clergymen 
The writer really seems to think when a perme | ‘liable to err as well as other men, even the honest 
has believed, there is nothing in heaven or earth to | “ones amongst them: therefore I trust the people 
produce alarm ; nay, he really writes as though the | will look into the subject for themselves. 
dogma of endless torment. was the only thing to BEREAN. 
cause alarm. But look at St. Peter’s sermon : 
there is nothing about endless torment in it, neither 
ti Peter say a word about torment on that occasion, AMBITION. 


and I cannot discover that he ever preached any | Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see 
such doctrine. His sermon is recorded in Acts ii. | Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.—Esther, 


The case of the jailor is next. Now in our turn | Sth chap. 13th verse. 
we say it is sfrange that the jailor should attempt to; Ambition is truly a restless thing. Foolish Ha- 
kill himself, merely because he thought his prisoners | man ! all thy riches and honours were not sufficient 
had escaped, if (as we must suppose our author means | to satisfy thee, and render thee happy so long as 
_ to be understood,) he was under the most terrible | thou couldst see one, who did not bend the knee in 
| apprehensions of being sent to an endless hell ! | abj ect submission. Thus did thy hasty promotion, 
| Felix, the governour, stands next, I would ask ‘and high exaltation, disturb thy peace and render 
_ this champion of endless torment if men cannot trem- | thee a terror to all within thy reach 
: ble, without fearing or believing in an endless hell? | Happy would it be for mankind if none copied 
_ Yes, he will answer, that many a man has trembled, | after the above despicable character. But dlas ! 
many a hypocrite, when his hypocrisy has been ex- | promotion and riches have the same baneful influ- 
| posed, has trembled ; many a man who has cheated | ence on weak minds at the present day as formerly. 
_ and defrauded ; who has trampled on the poor, who | Exalt a weak minded man, and you at once. render 
_ has oppressed his neighbour, who, having power has | him an object of terror to some, and of derision to 
_ forgotten right, have trembled ; and all men will, | more. The most tyrannical are usually those who 
more or less, according. to their wickedness ; even | are raised from indigence and obscurity, to riches 
_ the professed orthodox will, if they deceive and im-| and power. . Negro slaves, when set as task-masters 
_ pose upon mankind their subtleties for the truth of | over other negroes, are very tyrannical. The fault 
eis of Haman is not confined to the favourites of kings, 
cae ake in the reine. Cnnes of’ society, 
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ce lat Gis vill woes — ve Haman soos a 


inane Vaebeek Fades | for any loi who 


dares oppose his favourite creed, and petition the 


emies to death. Let all, who meditate mischief 
against others, reficct that there is an over-ruling 
Providence that controls all events, and that, if they 
persist in their iniquity, they may, hke Haman, grace 
their own gallows. MORDECAI. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A few days since, a very pretty little urchin, the 
son of a member of the Rev. Mr. W’s church in this 
town, being in the premises of a Universalist, es- 
pieda copy of “ Zion’s Herald,” published at Bos- 

ton, and immediately inquired if they took that pa- 
per ; and was answered that they sometimes had it. 
The boy, with-surprize said, ** he did not know that 
| any body took that paper but Christians,” and says 
he, “ our folks take it /” 

I should not have offered the above for publica- 
tion were it not that an evidence is here plainly giv-' 
en of the impressions which one child, at least, has re- 
ceived of his religious instructors. The parents Ido 
not believe ever taught this child that Universalists 
were not Christians ; but there is undoubtedly great 
exertions making in this community as well as oth- 
ers to fix a deadly hatred in the minds of children 
against people whose peculiar sentiments in regard 
to religion differ from the limitarians.- A complaint 
has been made by those who believe they are more 
righteous than their neighbours, that the columns of 
the Telescope have been prostituted in opposing hte 
present system of Sunday school-teaching. | I, sir; 
believe it very injurious to the best. interests of the 
rising generation, and have not therefore encourag- 
ed it in any way. My children have never been 
sent, nor do I think they will be, until the system 
of teaching is altered. There are bad passions 
enough in children brought into exercise from their 
daily intercourse with their playmates, without at- 
tempting to excite a deadly hatred against others 
under the garb of piety and the fiimsey pretence of 
being instrumental in saving their souls from efernal 


ruin. B, 
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FROM THE RESTORATIONIST. | 
Prospectus for the “ Evangelical tig altel 
James R. Wilson, Newburgh, N. 5 eles 

“ The Witness is issued monthly, 48 fh mak- 
ing 576 pages in the annual volume, each number 
stitched in a neat cover. The'object of the Witness 
is to defend old Calvinism against the Hopkinsian and 
other heresies ; and to diffuse general intelligence on 
the current condition of the churches and nations. 
No subscriptions taken for less than a year.” 

Quenizs—Would it not be an “object” much 
more ee worthy the editor of the Wit. 
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is it hasiaion he a eats filled with its “ loaves and 
its fishes,” and hopes to be’ fed in future from the 
hand of its bounty ? 

Reader, which would you chcose to be, a follower 
of John Calvin, the unrelenting persecutor and mur- 
derer of Dr. Michael Servetus, or the follower of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, ‘the Saviour of the world,” 
who “came, not to destroy men’; lives, but to save 
them /”? 

That our readers may know what itis the “ object’ 
of the above, Witness to “defend,”’ we will present 
them meh an extract or two from pure “orp Cat- 
VINISM.’ 

The foliowing is from the writings of President 

Edwards, a celebrated Calvinist; and goes to show 
his views of men while possessed of the nature Which 
God gives them at their birth. 

**So that thus it is that natural men are held in 
the hands of God over the pit ofhell ; they have de- 
served the fiery pit, and are already sentenced to it ; 
gnd God is dreadfully provoked, his anger is as great 
towards them, as to those that are actually suffering 
the execution of the fierceness of his wrath in hell ; 


***** * the deyil is waiting for them ; hell is | 


gaping for them ; the flames gather.and flash about 
them, and would fain lay hold on them and swallow 
them up.” * 

‘* They are now the objects of the very same an- 
ger and wrath of God, that is expressed in the tor- 
ments of hell. And the reason why they do not go 
down to hell at each moment is not because God, in 
whose power they are, is not very angry with them ; 
as angry as he is with any of those miserable crea- 
tures that he is now tormenting in hell, and do there 
feel and bear the fierceness of his wrath.” + 

Again, ‘in the same discourse while addressing 
the unregenerate, by which he means natural men, 
he says, ‘‘ The God who holds you over the pit of 
hell, much as one holds a spider or some loathsome 
insect, over the fire, abhors you and is dreadfully 
provoked : his wrath towards you burns like fire ; 
he looks upon you as worthy of nothing else but to 
be cast into the fire ; he is of purer eyes than to 
bear to have you in his sight ; you are ten thousand 
times so abominable in -his eyes as the most. hateful 
and venomous serpent is in ours.” : 

The following is from the pen of Calvin himself ; 
and goes to show his views in regard to infants, and 
their exposure to damnation in consequence of being 
possessed of that nature which God bestows upon 
them at their birth, without any act or even volition 
of theirs. 

“ And so even infants iin their damnation with 
them from their mother’s womb, for although they 
have not yet produced the fruits of their iniquity, 
they have the seed of it inclosed within them. Nay, 
their whole nature is, as it were, a seed of sin ;. so 
that it cannot be otherwise than odious and abomin- 

able to God.” + 

In one ack he indignantly disavows the ighabigt 
opinion. 

«As if {denied that the whole tee of Adam was 

° Edward’s Works, vol. vii. p. 493. 

t Ibid. p. 489. 

+ Calvyin’s Instit, Lib, iy. c. 15.s, 10, ee 





to all, and his tender mercies are overall his works,” 





| by nateatags sane a curse, so that even infants, b 
being born to light, are liable to eternal death.” 

We forbear quoting any more passages from * old 
Calvinism ;” for those already cited are sufficient to 
show its native deformity and opposition to the scrip: | 
tures. It needs no comment. We shall therefore 
offer none; but merely quote a few passages of 
scripture, and let the reader make the contrast... 

The following passage from Luke xvii. 15, 16, 
may be placed by the side of the articles from Cal- 
vin: ** And they brought unto him also infunis that 
he would touch them; but when his disciples saw it, 
they rebuked them, But Jesus called them unto 
him and said, suffer little children to come. unto me 
and forbid them not ; for ef such ts ihe kingdom of 
God.” 

The following words of Isaiah, David and Solomon, 
may be placed in contrast with the articles from Ed- 
wards, Fury is not in me.’ ‘* The Lord is good | 





“ Thou lovest all the things that are and abhorest 
nothing which thou hast made; for thou never | 


' wouldst have made any thing if thou hadst hated it,” | 


D. 8. 


Written on the death of a young man, who died at 
Sea. 





| Sx vonder rose tfee, how it fades, 


its fowrets droop and hang their heads, 

By wintry whirlwind’s torn. 
Its branches broke, its beauty fled, 
Its grateful fragrance lost and dead, 

Excites the heart to mourn. 


But Spring shall soon resume its pow’, 
And deck anew the lovely flower, 
Infusing life again ; 
The winds shall cease and storms no more 
Shall round its humble branches roar, 
its blooming powers restrain. 


Thus ruthless death with palsying hand, 
Destroys the fairest hopes of man, 

And lays his glory low. 
His eye regards no sex nor age, 
The blooming youth and hoary sage, 

At his command must go. 


But Spring shall rise upon the tomb, 
And virtue’s flowers again shall bloom, 
Guarding thee ever fair. 
No blasts of death nor storms of woe, 
Shall lay the cheering flowret low, 
Or chill its native air. 


NEW ASSOCIATION. 

The brethren in Chatauque and vicinity, met in 
conference, on the 20th of July last, and after organ- 
izing themselves into a council, formed “ The Chat- 
or Association’ —the first sessicn of which is to 

olden in Exxreort, (N. Y.) on the first Wednes- 
day and ‘Thursday of September, 1826. 


insertion of the review of Mr. Fisk’s examination in| 
the present number. By divine permission, ¥ will, 





In this to a Berroa: 
Pickering, wn, on euaning | last, oy Rev, 
amb . , 


| or Jess 


pf ap poet sth inst. Mis. Mary Kelly aged abou 


ex ey RM 
~ On the 8th inst. George, infant son of Mr George 


. On the 9th inst. Capt. Zephaniah Graves, aged 


cael 67 years. 

On Tuesday. after last,. after. a lingering ill- 
ness, Mr. George E. Weeden, eldest son of the latc 
Mr. George Weeden, in his 39th year. 

On Tuesday afternoon last, Mr. James Snow, in 
his 70th year. 

On Monday last, Mrs. Mary Dexter, aged 67 years, 
widow of the late Mr. Andrew Dexter, formerly a 
merchant in this town. 

On Wednesday, Mrs. Rebecca Staples, wife of 
William R. Staples, Esq. 25 years. 

In Cranston, 12th inst. Fanny, infant daughter of 
Mr. Amasa Spragwc, aged six months and fourteen 
days. 

in Attleborough, 13th inst. after a lingering il] 
ness, Harriet S, daughter of Mr. Stephen P. Morsc. 
aged about 15 years.—On the 14th inst. Dr. Thoma: 
| Stanley, aged “about 59 years. He was aman cmi- 
nent in his profession, and was much esteemed fo: 
his usefulness in the healing art. 
——————o 

PROPOSALS, 

For publishing by subscription, at Cleaveland, 
Ohio, a weekly paper, to be entitled the “ MES. 
SENGER OF SALVATION.” To be edited by 
J. S. Greener, Preacher of the Gospel. 

‘The Editor has been induced to undertake the 
publication of this paper, from an impression that 
_ one of the kind is greatly needed in this quarter of 
our Lord’s heritage, where inquirers after the truth 
are numerous, and the want of ministers is severely 
felt; and he doubts not but with due attention :' 
may be made the instrument, in the hands of God, o! 
doing much good. 

The title of the work will best proclaim the objec: 
of its publication, to support and defend the doc- 
trine of God’s impartial and illimitable grace, in the 
free and unconditional salvation of all mankind. It 
will likewise be the care of the Editor to correct all 
such abuses, and to expose all such impositions, as 
shall come to his knowledge. 

Communications are earnestly requested from 
persons of other denominations, so disposed, who 
will at all times find our columns open for. the pub- 
lication of their favors, so long as they are confined 
within the limits of « , and the mild spirit of 
that Gospel which to them that.are afur 
off, and to them that are 

The “* Mrssenesr oF Tiucines” will consist 
chiefly of original matter, occasionally interspersed 
with such selections, from the most eminent writers, 
as will render it interesting and instructive. 

Connrrions—The “ Messenger a Salvati 
be issued from the press week sly ga Ist, 
1826, (provided sufficient e tis offered 
by the 20th of November “reagent fine pa- 
per, with handsome in octave form, and will 
consist of 52 numbers of 8 pages each, with an Index 
at the end of the year, making in all 420 + ooh 
each volume, It will pee subscribers by 





? will 


oF The utgency of business has prevented the | and 


the 11th copy, and in that | 


number 


bea Emp 








